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Introduction to- '

AcaryaXundakunda is dne of the most reverend Acdrya of Digambara Jaina Tradition.
In the Mangalic verse his name is recited just after Bhagavana Mahavira and Ganadhara
Gautam. Among various scriptures written by Acarya Kundakunda, the Samayasara (1) is
considered as the most important scripture as it covers the basic philosophy. Gatha (verse)
number 3 of this scripture has deep philosophical significance. As the concept described in
this verse includes the non-living substance also, its discussion in the light of modern science
is also valuable in assimilating the concept. We shall here first state ‘the original verse in
Prakrit and then shall proceed with its English translation, explanation and discussion after
mentioning the Sariskrita equivalent given by Acarya Amrtcandra.
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_ Translation : Everywhere in the cosmos a Samaya uncontaminated with others is
beautiful. The story of bonding leads to a conflicting dialogue.
Il Explanation ;

Tn Gatha 2, two categories of Samaya (soul) have been defined. Here the Acarya wants
to highlight that out of the two categories (self-samaya, and other-samaya) the Self-Samaya
category is beautiful and the other category leads to conflicting dialogue.

In the commentary of this verse, Acarya Amrtcandra has taken a broader meaning of
the word ‘Samaya’. Here by Samaya he means any eternal substance whether it is soul or
matter. When we talk of non-living substance then we remember modern science specially
physics and Chemistry.
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The Acarya wants to explain that not only Jiva Dravya but in case of all kinds of
Dravya each Dravya is a sovereign entity in itself. Any so called encroachment of one entity
into other or bonding of one l-;y other leads to conflicts. An encroachment contradicts the
sovereignty. It may be noted that the truth is always beautiful as well as permanent. A temporary
association or togetherness may make a story of bonding but can not be considered as a real
bonding in absolute sense. .

Question : We see beautiful flowers made by the bonding of many atoms and molecules.
Does it contradict this verse? ,

Answer : No. So long as you are focused on the bonding you would see a flower
having a transitory beauty. But you should not forget that its beauty would soon fade away
and you would throw it away in a few hours from your vase.

: Question : Everywhere whether it is a family or society or a flower-or a house we see
the combinations or togetherness or the bonding. Does it mean that nobody is beautiful?

Answer : You see beauty in your spouse or your chiid, and in the name of bonding you
want to ‘own’ him or her. When you do so, do you not come across conflicts? See the
individual eternal soul in them and you would soon avoid many conflicts and your family life
would be more decent. This isa lighter side of the answer of your question.

The Acarya wants to focus on the individual constituents of every combination even
when they are in the combination. Once you can visualize such individual constituents you
would see that each constituent is eternal and has a sovereign identity. Then even in a fading
flower you may note the presence of enternal everfresh Pudgal Paramanu (a Pudgal Paramanu
is smaller than atoms and molecuies described in physics and chemistry. By Pudgal Paramanu
one means an ultimate indivisible unit of physical matter/energy). No any pudgal paramaznu
becomes old with time. It is always fresh. When you focus on a combination or bonding then
you would find some things as beautiful for some days and same things as ugly on some
other days. But when you focus on the individual eternal constituents even in a combination
then you would be able to visualize the ‘truth’.

If we go more deeply, we would see that Acarya wants to teach us that a bonding is
always a ‘so called bonding’ because it is never permanent. It is a temporary togetherness.
Therefore, a story of bonding of two or more entities is not a permament story but is a story
that has many ‘ifs’ and “buts’ or a story with conflicts and contradictions. By using the word
‘story of binding’ in the verse the Acarya is recognizing the bonding at a story level only.
III. Some examples from modern science to illustrate the concept of this Gatha

According to Acarya Amytcandra in this verse no. 3 of Samayasara the word ‘Samaya’
means any dravya (eternal substance) living or non-living. Therefore, here one can attempt to
illustrate the theme of this verse from the view point of modemn Physics also.

You might have read or heard that every soul is eternal. A soul does rot burn. A soul
can not be cut by a sword, ...and... so on. In this verse Acarya wants us to realize such a
beauty or eternal soul in the non-living substance also. Did you ever think of any material
thing that can not be burned and can not be cut by a sword? This verse leads us to contemplate
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and have such realization. Can you see that even in the burning of a piece of a coal all the
basic constituents of the coal are not burning? Can you visualize that the basic constituents
of the coal are eternal? When you can have such visualization of non-burning eternal entities
in the coal then it would be easier to appreciate the beauty of Samaya as revealed in this verse.
So long as our visualization is limited to the burning of the coal only we are viewing only the
story or movie of the bondage which always goes on changing.

Question : The burning of the coal is real that we see by our own eyes. How can we
visualize the non-burning at the time of burning (or so called burning)? Is it simply a jugglery
of words? ]

Answer : No, it is not a jugglery of words. The answer of this question is expected to
enrich your world view. If you use the eyes of modern physics then you would note that the
burning of the coal is expressed by the following equation :

Carbon + Oxygen from air = Carbon dioxide gas + Heat energy

In the symbolic form it is written as follows :

C + 0, = CO, +  Heatenergy

i.e. in the burning of the coal one atom of carbon combines with one molecule of
oxygen of air, and as a product one molecute of carbon dioxide gas and heat energy are
formed. This is a simple description of the burning process. Now let us investigate at nanolevel.

At nanolevel carbon atom has 16 protons, 16 neutrons, and 16 electrons. An oxygen
molecule has 16 protons, 22 neutrons, and 22 electrons. After burning we get a carbon dioxide
molecule. Let us see the inventory of this product. A carbon dioxide molecule has 22 protons,
22 neutrons, and 22 electrons. Thus, when we see with our new eyes provided by physics
then we find that all the constituents are intact. No any proton or electron or neutron has
disappeared. Only location of these 66 particles have changed. No any material particle has
vanished. If we ask any of these protons or neutrons about the burning they would say that
they have not witnessed any burning. Without loosing any electron or proton or neutron we
got heat energy in this process because of change in energy due to _change in the relative
location of these 66 particles. ,

Question : Does it mean that protons, neutrons and electrons are eternal?

In the chemical reactions protons, neutrons and electrons are neither destroyed nor
formed. But in nucler reactions they get transformed into other entities. In this sense these are
not eternal. As a matter of fact these are combinations. A combination is never eternal. In
Tattvarthasitra it has been stated that a substance (Dravya) is eternal (Sat) [2]. In all such
contexts one should understand that each of the ultimate smallest constituents is Dravya and
is eternal. Acarya Kundakunda has used word ‘Samaya’ to specify such eternal smallest
constituent. In case of matter this ‘Samaya’ is called as a Pudgala Paramanu.

When we are able to visualize fhe presence of such eternal individual Pudgala Paramanu
in every material particle then we would be able to see the eternal beauty of nature as revealed
in this verse. Then we would see that even during burning or even during any atomic explosion
no any Pudgala Paramanu has been created or destroyed. For a Pudgala Paramanu, one can
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say that it can not be burnt by fire, it can not be cut by any sword, it can not be destroyed by
the atomic explosion, and so on. At material level the visualization of Pudgala Paramanu even
in dust, mud, sand, gold, ... is close to truth and beauty. Can we visualize the presence of such
Pudgala Paramanu all around us? It would be very easy to realize the eternal nature of beauty -
of a soul if we can have such understanding of the material Samaya. Acarya Kundakunda says
that without such awareness we would continue to come across the stories of bonding, bond
breaking and bond forming one after other. Such stories may be miserable some times, or
pleasant some times, but these are not beautiful.
Bonding and restlessness

~ According to Quantum Physics [3, 4] when two atoms are bonded together then they
are always restless. They vibrate. Due to zero point energy, it is impossible for them not to
vibrate. During vibration they try to come close together. After coming somewhat close both
atoms experience a force of repulsiofi and due to this they start separating from each other.
But soon after some separation they again experience attraction for each other and they again
start coming close to each other. This process continues for ever till they remain bonded. How
fast does it happen? Let us take one example. Let us talk of a hydrogen molecule (H,) formed
by bonding of two hydrogen atoms. They are so restless that they tend to move away from
each other 130 trillion times in one second (Note : 1 trillion = 1 million times one million) and for
the same number of times they get attracted with each other and they tend to come closer to
each other [5].
Bonding is always temporary ;

No any bond in the nature is permanent. Two hydrogen atoms forming a hydrogen
molecule (H,) which are bonded together at this moment of time were separated from each
other before some time (long or short) and would again separate after some time (long or
short). Further they have a tendency to be free (dissociated). As soon as they get a chance to
acquire sufficient energy they acquire the energy and become free.

Bonding without glue or stick ;

A lay person might be wondering about a chemical bond. One may think of some glue
or some nano-stick to make a chemical bond. But it is not so. In case of bonding of two
hydrogen atoms in a hydrogen molecule no any glue or stick exists. There exists only two
hydrogen atoms with togetherness due to electromagnetic forces. One can see such
togetherness in many situations. Depending on the situation or the nature of forces the
togetherness may get different names such as nuclear bonding, chemical bonding, etc.
Preservation of self identity

If we somehow pick a hydrogen atom from a sugar molecule and a hydrogen atom from
a water molecule and compare both such hydrogen atoms, then we would not notice any
difference. The hyarogen atom coming from the sugar molecule would not be more sweet. It
would not have any trace of any property of sugar. It would have only properties of hydrogen.
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Figure 1. A hydrogen atom taken out from a sugar molecule and that from a Neem tree leaf

arethesame. Neither the hydrogen atom taken out from sugar becomes more sweet nor that
from the Neem leaf ismore bitter.

'This is very crude example. The message of this example gets better and better as we
go to finer and finer particles. For yisualizfng the preservation of identity of a single Samaya
one needs to consider the togetherness/bonding of Pudgala Paramaru. ;
Contradictory statements

[magine you are wearing a gold ring and are having a key ring made of iron in your
hand. Supposé your gold ring and the key ring come in contact with each other with some
what pressure or friction. Due to this contact some electrons of gold and iron may get exchanged.
Thus by this exchange an electron which was a constituent of gold becomes a constituent of
iron. Earlier, the electron of gold could boast as a gold and now it can feel sorry for being a
constituent of iron. It may be noted that the electron got the status of gold due to bonding
with the gold nucleus and the same got the status of iron due to bonding with the nucleus of

.iron. Thus from this example it is clear that the status based on the bonding is very temporary.
Sooner or later the next status of every entity in a bonding would be in contradiction with the

present status. This is one of the messages of this verse.
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Figurez: Dueto friction some electrons from the gold ring and theiron ring may get exchanged. By
this exchange, the exchanged electrons of gold become the electrons of iron. Thusthe status of such
electrons has changed from gold toiron. In nature, the status based on the bonding istemporary.

For living beings, pleasure, and pain also one can say the same, i.e. the change is
inevitable. A rich may become poor and a poor may become rich. These are temporary [6].
Both, boasting and worry are not beautiful. These are related with the stories of bonding, The
status based on a bonding is temporary.

It is not a criticism of the story of bonding. The story of bonding has its own significance.
It is about the understanding of the togetherness, freedom, and beautiful laws and behaviour
of nature in proper perspective. Acarya Kundakunda teaches us to appreciate the internal
beauty of each and every soul including oneself with whom we come across.
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